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Epilogue: The Wife of Noble Character
10 [a]A wife of noble character who can find?
    She is worth far more than rubies.
11 Her husband has full confidence in her
    and lacks nothing of value.
12 She brings him good, not harm,
    all the days of her life.
13 She selects wool and flax
    and works with eager hands.
14 She is like the merchant ships,
    bringing her food from afar.
15 She gets up while it is still night;
    she provides food for her family
    and portions for her female servants.
16 She considers a field and buys it;
    out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.
17 She sets about her work vigorously;
    her arms are strong for her tasks.
18 She sees that her trading is profitable,
    and her lamp does not go out at night.
19 In her hand she holds the distaff
    and grasps the spindle with her fingers.
20 She opens her arms to the poor
    and extends her hands to the needy.
21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household;
    for all of them are clothed in scarlet.
22 She makes coverings for her bed;
    she is clothed in fine linen and purple.
23 Her husband is respected at the city gate,
    where he takes his seat among the elders of the land.
24 She makes linen garments and sells them,
    and supplies the merchants with sashes.
25 She is clothed with strength and dignity;
    she can laugh at the days to come.
26 She speaks with wisdom,
    and faithful instruction is on her tongue.
27 She watches over the affairs of her household
    and does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children arise and call her blessed;
    her husband also, and he praises her:
29 “Many women do noble things,
    but you surpass them all.”
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
    but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.
31 Honor her for all that her hands have done,
    and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
                                          Proverbs 31:10-31



Obituary
On December 21st, at 9:10 am, the spirit of Margaret Alice Jones 

Middleton went to join her beloved husband of 74 years, “Muttie”. 
Margaret has been an outstanding member of the Loudoun County 
community for 95 years. She gave her heart,  positive attitude and 
wise advice to all she met.

Margaret was born in Leesburg, Virginia on September 23, 1925 
to Roosevelt Jones and Marjory Allen. She was educated in Loudoun 
County public schools and graduated from Douglass High School.  
She was proud of her Alma mater.  Margaret enjoyed reconnecting 
with former classmates at the annual Loudoun Douglass Alumni 
Association reunions.

Margaret was first and foremost a homemaker.  She loved 
caring for Muttie and their three children Barry, Winifred and 
Michael. Their Waverly Heights home was warm and inviting. 
The kitchen windows gave her a bird’s eye view of the outside 
where neighborhood children played. Those windows saw their 
share of foul balls.  She and Muttie took it all instride. They 
repaired the windows but didn’t ban neighborhood children’s play. 
Neighborhood kids practiced their instruments at Margaret and 
Muttie’s home. They tolerated these practices and came to parades 
and high school concerts.  She was an understanding parent to their 
three children and the rest of the Waverly Heights crew. 

On occasions, she worked outside her home: at Phillips’ 
Motel; at the ATT company building: ironing clothes for a store 
called the Clothes Horse and; as an instructional assistant at 
Douglass Elementary School.   She enjoyed working with the most 
mischievous little people. But her greatest desire was keeping her 
home for her family.

Margaret was a great girlfriend.  She was empathetic and a lot 
of fun. They traveled together, held barbecues and played many 
hands of bid wist, their favorite card game.   

Margaret didn’t drive but always had a ride.  Usually,  it was 
Muttie,  but sometimes her sister, Grace Clark in Grace’s red truck 
named Pepsi Cola. Or it was one of her best friends, Violet. They 
supported each other through thick and thin. Who knows what 
laughs are going on in heaven now. She carried their loss in her 
heart.

Margaret loved Mt. Zion United Methodist  Church. From the 
moment she joined, she was a very active member. She served as an 
usher, a member of the United Methodist Women, and a member of 
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the Board of Trustees and the administrative council. As President 
of the Board of Trustees, she was instrumental in the expansion and 
renovation of the church. She loved and supported the choirs of the 
church. She came to all the choir concerts.  One of the ministries of 
the church that became her avocation was the food bank.  When the 
church joined Interfaith Food Bank, Margaret volunteered and was 
recognized for her fifteen  years of service by Interfaith.  In 1988, the 
Loudoun County Commission on Women named her “A Woman of 
Achievement” for her service to the community.  

Those of us who love and respect her, will miss sitting,  talking, 
laughing and crying with her. But we celebrate her life and her 
legacy. She has given us an exceptional example of a wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, Godmother, friend and a 
Christian. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, her parents, her son 
Barry, and sister Grace Clark. She leaves to cherish memories and 
share her legacy  daughter Winifred Thornton (James); son Michael 
Middleton of Leesburg; grandchildren  Crystal Lange (Ben) of 
Knightdale, NC; Muthoka Nelson of Martinsburg, WVA; great 
grandchildren,  Carsten,  Zoe, Soren and Gabrie of Knightdale, NC. 
She also leaves a devoted Goddaughter, Pauletta Harrison (Steve) 
of Knoxville,  TN. 

The members of Mt. Zion  Church hold a special place in their 
hearts for her.


