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Celebration of Life for

The family wishes to acknowledge with deep appreciation the
many expressions of love, concern and kindness shown to them
during this hour of bereavement.
May God Bless and Keep You!

Life Well Lived
Author: Unknown

A life well lived is a precious gift
Of hope and strength and grace,
From someone who has made our world
A brighter, better place
It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad
With smiles and sometimes tears,
With friendships formed and good times shared
And laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy
Of joy and pride and pleasure,
A living, lasting memory
Our grateful hearts will treasure
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Obituary
On November 16, 2020 at 7:30 a.m. we lost our beloved husband,
father, grandfather and friend with the passing of John Henry
Middleton. Known to most as “Muttie” John was a devoted church
supporter and community leader, particularly among the African
American citizens of Leesburg. At 96, he was still very active,
driving, attending meetings, and visiting friends. In September
after a fall, he was diagnosed with a non-COVID related condition.
John Henry Middleton was born October 4, 1924 in Waterford,
Virginia to Louise Bailey and Patrick Middleton. He attended
the Waterford Elementary School and Douglass High School in
Leesburg. He was an outstanding athlete, excelling in basketball
and baseball. At the age of 19 after graduating from high school,
he enlisted in the United States Army and served in the Pacific
Theater during World War II. While in the army he worked as an
amphibious truck driver and attained the rank of corporal. He was
honorably discharged in 1946.
He returned home and married his high school sweetheart,
Margaret Alice Jones. John and Margaret raised three children . .
. sons, Barry and Michael and daughter, Winifred. They lived in
a small, close knit African American section of Leesburg known
as Waverly Heights where they resided for nearly 40 years. “Mr.
Muttie” as the children in the “Heights” affectionately called him
was a strong and gentle parent figure. In the Waverly community,
the parents often shared in overseeing and disciplining, when
necessary, any of the children.
John worked many years as a decoder for the federal government,
commuting to Fort George G. Meade in Maryland. Carpooling with
friends, he made this long trip daily, without complaint, enabling
him to provide a good life for his family.
His job required him to travel internationally, going to such
countries as Italy, Germany and England. He discovered that he
loved these trips. Upon his retirement, he enjoyed returning to
many countries previously visited, sharing them with Margaret,
his wife of 73 years. He also enjoyed the senior citizen trips, most
notably the twenty-eight day cross-country bus trip.
He was actively involved in many community organizations. He
loved the Loudoun Douglass Alumni Association and was treasurer
for the MLK Committee. He was very involved in planning for
the MLK marches. He was a life-long member of the NAACP, a
board member and caretaker of the Mt. Zion Community Cemetery
and a member of the Loudoun County Branch of the Fraternal
Organization of Freemasonry. He attended Mt. Zion United

Methodist Church and gave generously. He has been honored as a
veteran of World War II and recently was given the Ms. Mary Wiley
Award as the eldest male member of our community.
Many people will remember Muttie as a thoughtful kind man.
He was a great friend, visiting simply to talk and spend time. He
was tall, dark and handsome with an absolutely beautiful smile and
cute chuckle. His passing will leave an emptiness in our hearts.
The memory of his life will bring us joy!
John was preceded in death by his parents; brother, William; and
son Barry. He leaves to cherish his memories and tell wonderful
stories, wife Margaret; daughter, Winifred Thornton (James) and
son Michael L. Middleton of Leesburg; grandchildren, Crystal
Lange (Ben) of Knightdale, NC; Muthoka Nelson of Martinsburg,
WV, great grandchildren, Carsten, Zoe, Soren and Gabrie of
Knightdale, NC. He also leaves to mourn a devoted goddaughter,
Pauletta Harrison (Steve) of Knoxville, TN and many friendships
including long-time friends Paul Jackson and Alvin Dodson.
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May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be always at your
back, may the sun shine warm upon your face, may the rains fall
soft upon your fields, and until we meet again, may God hold you
in the palm of his hand.
AMEN
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